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SAVE THE DATES:

Friends of BGCSCC
Holiday Craft Fair
Check our site for
Afternoon Social
Downtown Clubhouse
Holiday Closures & 		
Joe & Linda Aliberti Clubhouse
Saturday, December 3
Extended Hours!
Saturday, October 22		
wwwboysandgirlsclub.info/
			
contact-us

Summer Fun

Happened Here!
This year, our summer fun
included ten weeks of day camp programs featuring play time, reading, science experiments, swimming, art and of course, field trips to many favorite
local destinations (more on those on page 3).
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Across the County, BGCSCC served over 450 youth this summer at our Downtown Santa Cruz, Live Oak, and Scotts Valley
Clubs. We offered programming from 8 am to 6 pm, Monday through Friday, providing the engaging activities that kids need and the stability working
families require. Not to mention more than 20,000 healthy meals and snacks to keep our Club kids fueled up for summer fun! These meals provide an
important safety net to local kids and families, particularly when school is not in session.
Summers are also a great time for us to collaborate with other local nonprofits and businesses,
which allow us to introduce our Club kids to unique and expanded programming.

FIND US HERE
www.boysandgirlsclub.info

Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Cruz County

@bgcscc

@BoysAndGirlsClubSantaCruz

Continues on page 3

Executive Director’s Message:
As summer winds to a close, we’re experiencing a season of transition here at the Club. After
ten weeks filled with field trips, swimming, soccer, outdoor exploration, art, and learning, we’re
missing the vibrancy of our Club kids activating our buildings all day long throughout the summer.
While our youth are settling back into their daily school routines, our staff are now focused on
afterschool programming, with an emphasis on homework help, social-emotional learning and
supporting youth with their shift into school-mode.
Beyond the change in seasons, it’s also a time of transition among our staff team. When summer
comes to a close, many of our youth development professionals head back to college. We’re also
saying farewell to several longtime staffers, including Live Oak Clubhouse Director Jennifer Sherry,
Operations Coordinator Rebbie Higgins, and Director of Programs Maia Yates, each of whom is off
to their own next adventure. All three of these colleagues have contributed to our Clubs in significant
ways over the years, and on behalf of all of us in our Club community, I want to express our gratitude
for their support of thousands of young people over their collective time with our organization.
Meanwhile, we have several colleagues settling into new roles with the Clubs. As one of these new
faces, I’m honored and humbled to have the opportunity to serve our kids and our community.
On a personal level, I experienced much of 2020 and 2021 first and foremost as a mom helping
my two young kids through distance learning, and that experience is what led me to channel my
professional energy towards joining the team at the Boys & Girls Clubs. I’m so grateful to now be
contributing towards supporting kids and families here in the community I call home.
To that end, the most important parts of my day are when I step away from my computer and
connect with our Club kids. Whether building legos, shooting hoops, helping with homework,
playing pool, or simply taking a few minutes to sit down and listen, this time spent connecting
with our youth members is the core of what we do and will be the foundation that guides my work
going forward. It’s also been wonderful to meet and hear from Club family members, volunteers,
donors, and supporters. As a member of our Club community, if you have ideas or suggestions,
or just want to meet up over a cup of coffee to chat, please don’t
hesitate to reach out and share your thoughts. I look forward to
connecting with you in the weeks and months ahead.
With gratitude,

		Lis DuBois
		Executive Director

President’s Message:
We had such an eventful summer at all the
clubhouses, celebrating long days made for
playing and making memories. The kids finally
had a “normal”-ish summer with field trips,
events and combined activities. Now that
kids are back in school our clubhouses are
again humming with energy and excitement.
We are also so excited to have welcomed
Lis DuBois as our new Executive Director as
we celebrated Bob Langseth’s retirement.
Under Lis’ leadership, we’ve hosted several
community events over the summer and
officially launched our Friends of the Boys &
Girls Club organization. The future is bright and
let’s make this a successful year together.

Continued from page 1...
This summer our Downtown Club kids got to learn all about the San Lorenzo River,
thanks to an ongoing collaboration with the Coastal Watershed Council’s
Watershed Rangers program. Staff and kids also frequented the Park at the
Londen Nelson Community Center, and had the chance to get hands-on
with some amazing reptiles from Pet Shop Santa Cruz! We also saw 31 kids
complete swim lessons at the Downtown Pool, under the watchful supervision of
our staff lifeguards.
Our Live Oak Clubhouse once again partnered with the Santa Cruz County
Health Department’s Community Health Education Program to teach
healthy eating habits and cooking classes to our Club members. The Live Oak Club
also hosted kids from all three clubhouses to participate in the Worldwide Day of
Play field day competition, and once again claimed the champions trophy!
At the Joe & Linda Aliberti Clubhouse in Scotts Valley, our Club kids had a very
busy and toasty summer. In addition to weekly field trips to the CineLux to

Summertime
Field Trips
THANK YOU LOCAL BUSINESSES!
Summertime field trips are a favorite of youth members
and Club staff alike! Without a doubt, it’s the unique local
businesses that make these adventures so special and
memorable for our Club kids. Many of our field trips are
accomplished via staff-supervised “walking buses” (meaning
our kids get their steps in more days than not!) or via public
transit, which provides an opportunity to learn valuable
life skills in addition to visiting awesome destinations.

Teresa Swart
BGCSCC Board President

catch the latest summer movie releases, our youth
designed and hosted their first ever Renaissance
Faire! We’re hugely grateful to Sean Prudhon
Construction for helping to fabricate and erect a
fantastic castle gate entrance at the Club.
With experiences like these, as well as field trips to
Raging Waters, Great America, and our very own Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, 2022
was a summer to remember for our Club kids!

While we often approach local businesses to ask for event
sponsorships or business partnership support, it’s also
important for us to recognize the significant role that these
local institutions play in contributing to the vibrancy of our
Santa Cruz County community. For our Club kids, summer
field trips are a great way to interact with and experience
our local community, experiences, and businesses.
Thank you to each of the local businesses that support
the Club throughout the year, as well as those that open
their doors to our summer camp kiddos!

Become a
Business Partner
Your investment makes a difference. When you support
the Club, you support local kids and working families. We
are committed to helping our local youth achieve their
great futures – some of which may include working at or
supporting your local business!

www.boysandgirlsclub.info/support/bpp
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STAFF
VOICES
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELONG TO THE CLUB?

YOUTHSOCCER
VOICES
& POETRY
Thanks poem:
Thank You by Cat
4th Grade
Thank you mom, thank you dad
Thanks brothers for making me sad.
Thank you friends for not that bad.
Thank you family, you are rad.
Best part of me poem:
untitled by Mikey
3rd Grade
I love my hands, especially my thumbs.
I can shrink my special thumbs.
I am a double-jointed wonder.
My hands are strong as claws.
I can climb like Spiderman.
Watch me level-up with my awesome hands.
I love my dark hands.

Once a month, staff from all three of our Santa

Cruz County locations gather together for training and
professional development. While we love that each Club has
its own unique personality and feel, these all-staff trainings
allow us to share best-practices and learn from outside
experts in topics like trauma-informed care and youth mental
health. These meetings are also important for creating a
shared vision and culture, and to allow staff to get to know
their peers from our other Club locations.

Demonstrating Our Positive Impact

At our Summer Training session, we asked staff what it
means to them to belong to the Club. Here are a few of the
responses, as voiced by the staff members themselves:

“Belonging to the Club means to feel safe and
at home. I love working with kids and watching
them grow into amazing little humans.”
“We allow creative flow of childrens’ minds and
help them find their spark and where they want
to go in life.”
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“For me, being a part of the Club is truly meaningful. The
relationships built last years, if not a lifetime. Unlike teachers
who have kids for one year, we can work with a child from age
6-18. Which is why so many grow to be[come staff themselves].”
“Belonging to the Club means not only a summer job, but it’s
connected to my studies and my passion. I feel a connection to
the staff and club kids. It’s a place where I can be a role model
and teach kids how fun life can be.”

“I like being there for the kids who might not have a good home life.
Or the kids who don’t have a good male role model in their lives.”
“To me, belonging to the Club means giving the next generation
tools to better themselves and contribute to their communities.”

Color of my feelings poem:
Green by Waleed
5th Grade
The color I feel is green because I’m happy.
Because I’m playing soccer with my friends,
and it sounds of a forest,
and it tastes like salad.
It’s fun to be happy.

This summer we introduced a new “Soccer and Poetry” program to all three Club sites.

Developed by America SCORES, this program is the only urban youth development curriculum specifically aligned with the National Council of Teachers
of English’s standards for English language arts, the National Association for Sport and Physical Education’s standards for physical education, and the
National Youth Leadership Council’s K-12 service-learning standards. In addition, the program’s physical activity and health outcomes reach Tier I-III
standards of the Every Student Succeeds Act.
Our Clubs’ youth participants practiced each week with Coach Mike, Coach Mateo
and their small group, completing a range of soccer skills and drills, as well as poetry
exercises. The program culminated in games at each Club location and an end-ofsummer tournament inside our Downtown Club Gymnasium featuring round-robin soccer
play and a poetry reading!

Where I’m from poem:
Where I’m From by Santiago
3rd Grade
I am from Mexico, where it is as hot as fire.
I’m also from USA, where I like to play.
Where I’m from we are kind.
I love to play soccer.
I’m so hot at the beach,
because the sun is burning me
like a roasted pepper.
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Careers
Whether you love playing basketball, have a passion for the arts, or simply enjoy helping others, there’s
a role for you at the Club. By joining our team, you can make lifelong memories, earn money doing what
you love, and make a difference for youth in our community. To learn more about the positions we’re
currently hiring for, please visit our website at:

www.boysandgirlsclub.info/careers

Aquatics - Swim Lessons Back Up & Running!
While each of our three Clubhouses is unique
in their own character and feel, our Downtown
Club maintains the “swim and gym” vibe from its
original 1960s construction. We are very excited to
continue to offer swim lessons and rec swim for our
kiddos as we move out of summer weather.

important to us to make lessons available to Club
kids and families, and we are continuing to offer
swim lessons throughout the fall and winter.

Aquatic safety is so important for kids, but
particularly so in coastal communities like ours.
As many parents likely know, swim lessons here in
Santa Cruz County can be prohibitively expensive,
or competitive based on limited roster spots. It is

On Saturday, October 1st BGCSCC will launch
our weekend swim lesson program for youth at
the Downtown Clubhouse. Beginners through
Advanced levels will be offered. The cost for the

Saturday
Swim Lesson Program

program is $100.00 per session, which includes 4
consecutive weekends. Scholarships are available
for qualifying families. Contact the Downtown Club
to enroll your child or to learn more (downtown@
boysandgirlsclub.info).

Become a Friend of the Club!
Several of our Club’s donors, board members, and staff have launched a new “Friends of the Club” group,
with the goal of connecting and building community around the great work our clubs are doing to support
youth here in Santa Cruz County. The Friends represent a new way of getting involved with like-minded
community members to support the Clubs, while having a lot of fun along the way.
Sheri Moise has been a longtime supporter of the Club, and volunteered over the years to train staff on
“heart mapping” and social emotional approaches. She’s also a parent of former Club kids and the wife of
Board Member Jeff Moise, who was among the first group of kids to attend the Club. Sheri says “I’m excited
about the Friends Group because it brings together so many amazing people. The Friends not only support
an organization that is so vital to our kids and our community -- but also to get to socialize and have some
fun! I’m looking forward to seeing how this group grows and all that it becomes.”

Serving Kids &
Community in
Scotts Valley
Here at the Boys & Girls Clubs, one of our goals is to align our organization’s resources to meet the needs of the
communities we serve. This approach has been on display over the past year in Scotts Valley in two major ways.
First, when the pandemic impacted the City of Scotts Valley’s Recreation Department, the Club stepped up
to offer “Camp Scotts Valley” day camps at Skypark during the summer of 2021, as well as the Brook Knoll
“Eagle Club” and Vine Hill “Bear Club” after school programs during the 2021-22 school year. This temporary
expansion allowed us to meet an immediate need caused by the pandemic, and we loved every minute of
getting to know more Scotts Valley kids and families. Although our time at Brook Knoll and Vine Hill came to
a close when the school district selected a different afterschool provider for the 2022-23 school year, we’re
grateful for the opportunity to have deepened our connection to these school communities.
Another way we’ve partnered to meet an important community need is by offering the Joe & Linda Aliberti
Clubhouse as the host venue for the Scotts Valley Farmer’s market. Each Saturday morning from 9 am-1
pm, from late Spring through the Fall, the Club’s parking lot and playground are transformed into a vibrant
resource for nutritious food and agricultural education, providing a gathering place for local families, friends
and neighbors. The market features a robust array of offerings from regional farms and local food businesses,
including organic vegetables, fruits, herbs, pasture-raised chicken and duck eggs, flowers, artisanal meats,
breads, seafood, pastries and ready-to-eat cuisine. Established in 2009 with the City of Scotts Valley, this
market has become a seasonal treasure to the local community and to those visiting the area looking for a
place to slow down and unwind. If you haven’t yet, we hope you’ll come by and check it out soon!

Board of Directors
Teresa Swart
BGCSCC PRESIDENT
Google
Carol Scurich
BGCSCC VICE PRESIDENT
Retired, City of Santa Cruz
Ryan Cash
BGCSCC TREASURER
Bay Federal
Cheryl Shapiro
BGCSCC SECRETARY
Central California Alliance
for Health

Rico Contreras
ADP
Peter Dean
Morgan Stanley

Essex Powell
Sutter Health Palo Alto
Medical Foundation

James Dyer
County of Santa Cruz

Corky Roberson
Performance Food
Services

Walt Henning
Retired, McCormick & Co

Seana Sullivan
Weber Shandwick

Jeff Moise
BiRite Foods

John Swift
Swift Consulting
Services

Tom O’Rourke
ANB Insurance

Employers:
Support Your
Working Parents
Did you know you can partner with
the Club to provide play, youth
programming, and mentorship for
your working families? While the
average cost of after school care for
children aged 6-12 in California is
$5,800 per year, you can partner
with the Club to provide a similar
benefit to the parents who make
up your workforce for a fraction
of the cost. When your employee
parents know that their kids are
in safe and positive spaces, they
are more likely to be engaged
and productive. Investing in your
working parents is investing in
your business. And when you
do that through the Club, you
are simultaneously investing in
your community and your future
workforce!
Reach out to learn more about how
you can provide Club memberships
to support the hard working
families who make your business
thrive! For more information,
contact us at: development@
boysandgirlsclub.info or by calling
(831) 423-3138 ext 23.

Robert Terrance
UCSC

Tyler Atkinson
McManis Faulkner
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